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REMARKS 

Claims 1-25 remain pending in the application. Claims 1-5, 10, 13, 14, 17 and 
1 9-25 stand rejected, and claims 6-9, 11,12,15,16 and 1 8 were withdrawn from 
consideration in view of a restriction requirement. Claims 1 and 2 have been amended 
herein, and new claim 26 has been added. 

Applicants would like to thank the Examiner, David C. Reese, for the courtesies 
extending to Applicants' representative, David W. Dorton, during the personal interview 
on June 30, 2006. During the interview, the claims were discussed with respect to the 
references of record. Specifically, Applicants' representative indicated that the 
references of record did not teach or suggest a linear fastener system having a 
compression ring member that is non-rotationally linearly traversable with respect to the 
outer ribbed surface of a collet member. The Examiner indicated that amendments to 
the claims to more sharply define this feature would be given further consideration. The 
claims have been amended in accordance with the personal interview, and Applicants 
respectfully request reconsideration in view of the following remarks. 

Objections to the Claims 

Claims land 2 were objected to for informalities related to claim language. 
Claims 1 and 2 have been amended herein as suggested by the Examiner. 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the objections to claims 1 and 2 be 
withdrawn. 
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Claims Rejected Under 35 U.S.C. §102 

Claims 1-5, 10 and 17 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 590,294 to Archer. Claims 1-5, 10, 13 and 17 stand 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,162,234 to 
Freedland et al. Claims 1 -5, 1 0, 1 3, 1 4 and 1 7 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 02(b) 
as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 3, 618,135 to Weller. Claim 1 is the only 
independent claim of this rejected group and has been amended herein to recite "said 
compression ring member non-rotationally linearly traversable with respect to said outer 
ribbed surface of said collet member." 

Applicants respectfully assert that amended claim 1 is not taught or suggested by 
Archer '294 or Weller '1 35. Specifically, both Archer '294 and Weller '1 35 are directed 
to devices having screw-threaded components which can only be assembled by rotating 
at least one of the elements. Accordingly, neither Archer '294 nor Weller '1 35 teach or 
suggest a compression ring that is non-rotationally linearly traversable with respect to 
the outer ribbed surface of a collet member, as required by amended claim 1 . 

Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection of claim 1 with respect to Freedland 
'234 because Freedland '234 does not teach or suggest each and every element recited 
in claim 1 . Specifically, Freedland '234 does not teach or suggest a compression ring 
having "an inner ribbed surface," as recited in claim 1 . Rather, Freedland '234 is 
directed to an anchor system having a hoop portion 14 with a circumferential groove 
1 41 that engages a flange 1 23 on a collet 1 2 to lock the hoop 1 4 to the collet 1 2. (See 
Freedland '234 at col. 1 6, lines 53-57.) For at least these reasons, Applicants 
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respectfully assert that amended claim 1 is not taught or suggested by Archer '294, 
Freedland '234 or Weller '135, and Applicants respectfully request that the rejections of 
claim 1 based on these references be withdrawn. 

Claims 2-5, 10, 13, 14, and 17 each depend from claim 1 and are therefore in 
condition for allowance for at least the same reasons stated above for claim 1 . 
Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request that the rejections of claims 2-5, 10, 13, 14, 
and 17 be withdrawn. 

Claims Rejected Under 35 U.S.C. §103 

Claims 19-25 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Archer '294, Freedland '234, or Weller '135. Claims 19-25 each depend from 
independent claim 1 and therefore include every feature recited in claim 1 . Applicants 
respectfully assert that claims 1 9-25 are in condition for allowance for at least the 
reasons stated above with respect to claim 1 and request that the rejections of claims 
19-25 based on Archer '294, Freedland '234 and Weller '135 be with drawn. 

New Claim 

New claim 26 has been added by the Amendment and is directed to a linear 

fastener system, comprising: 

a collet member including an outer ribbed surface defining 
peaks and valleys, and an inner surface adapted to grip a 
corresponding surface of a shank in a locked condition of 
said fastener system; 
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a compression ring including an inner ribbed surface defining 
peaks and valleys corresponding to said peaks and valleys 
of said collet member; 

the linear fastener system having a locked condition wherein 
said peaks of said collet member and said peaks of said 
compression ring are in confronting alignment, and an 
unlocked condition wherein said peaks of said collet member 
are disposed in said valleys of said compression ring. 

Support for new claim 26 can be found in the Application with at page 9, lines 7- 
1 7; page 1 5, lines 11-21; page 1 6, lines 7-15, and with reference to FIGS. 2 and 3. 
Accordingly, Applicants assert that no new matter has been added by new claim 26. 
Applicants further assert that claim 26 is not taught or suggested by the references of 
record. Specifically, the references of record fail to teach or suggest a linear fastener 
system having "a locked condition wherein said peaks of said collet member and said 
peaks of said compression ring are in confronting alignment, and an unlocked condition 
wherein said peaks of said collet member are disposed in said valleys of said 
compression ring," as recited in new claim 26. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully 
request early and favorable indication of allowance with respect to new claim 26. 

Rejoinder of Withdrawn Claims 

Claim 1 was indicated to be a generic claim. Upon allowance of claim 1 , 
Applicants respectfully request that withdrawn claims 6-9, 11, 12, 15, 16, and 1 8 be 
rejoined in this application. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments to the claims and the remarks set forth 
herein, Applicants believe this case is in condition for allowance and respectfully 
request allowance of the pending claims. If the Examiner believes any issue requires 
further discussion, the Examiner is respectfully asked to telephone the undersigned 
attorney so that the matter may be promptly resolved. The Examiner's prompt attention 
to this matter is appreciated. 

Applicants are of the opinion that a fee of $50 is due as a result of this 
amendment for an additional claim in excess of 20 claims. If any additional charges or 
credits are necessary to complete this communication, please apply them to Deposit 
Account No. 23-3000. 

Respectfully submitted, 

WOOD, HERRON & EVANS, LLP. 

By: /David W. Dorton/ 

2700 Carew Tower David W. Dorton, Reg. No. 51 ,625 

441 Vine Street 
Cincinnati, OH 45202 
(513) 241-2324 (voice) 
(513) 241-6234 (facsimile) 
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